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IIM Bill 2015: MBA or MBM; draft not clear to satisfy
international standards

http://www.mbauniverse.com/article/id/8668/11IM-ACT-2015

IIM Bill 2015 which has been put under discussion and is going to take the shape of 1IM Act 2015 after nod from Parliament may
have many issues to address and one of them could be that it may not satisfy the international standards. A petition to make the degree
proposed to be awarded by I1Ms at par with international standards has been submitted to the Prime Minister of India as well as to the
Minister of Human Resource Development by the past and present students of highly ranked 11Ms.

It is a known fact that majority of the top rated B schools in the world award MBA degree to their one year management programme
as they offer admission to the candidates with not less than 2 years of work experience. However the IIM draft Bill 2015 of MHRD
proposes to permit 13 I1Ms in India to award MBA degree to their students of 2 years full time post graduate management programme.
It may create anomaly in satisfying the global standard and despite completing 2 years flagship MBA at top rated 1IMs, the candidate
from these B schools will be treated at par with those who have done 1 year MBA from other B schools in the world.

1IM Alumni and students suggest changes

The petition suggests changes in the proposed 1IM Bill 2015 to bring parity at global standard before it becomes an Act and then seek
amendments in future. Petition to Prime Minister Suggests that 11Ms should award Masters of Business Administration (MBA) for
one-year programme and Masters in Business Management (MBM) for 2 year programme

The suggestion has been given by the alumni and present students of 1IM Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Calcutta, Indore, Lucknow and
other I1Ms. The suggestion has been forwarded through ‘oneyearMBA.co.in' that consists of above 400+ petitioners.

Discrepency may raise Accreditation issue

International Accreditation Agency Association of MBAs (AMBA) considers these 2 years courses as pre-experience MBM while the
1 year management programmes with the admission eligibility criterion of work experience get the international accreditation as full
time MBA. Accordingly 1IMs may lose their global competitiveness if this aspect is not taken into consideration by MHRD.

There is no doubt that 1IMs while finalizing the admission process for their 2 years full time flagship PGP programmes award
weightage to work experience but all the 13 1IMs in India have not made work experience as one of the eligibility criteria for
admission. There are more than 70 percent fresher graduates in each of the 13 1IMs in their flagship programmes.

Since the prime concern of MHRD through IIM Act 2015 is to equip 1IMs with the power to award MBA instead of PGDM so that
they could be at par with global standard, the points raised in the petition and the suggestions made by the highly placed alumni and
the present students of various 1IMs need a re-look to the draft 1M Bill 2015. MHRD should review all the suggestions that further
strengthen the global position of degrees proposed to be awarded by the 1IMs from next year.

It has been a long cherished dream of IIM passing out students to get MBA from their 1M, making it globally acceptable without
getting supported with a parallel certificate. If the dream comes half-true and still lag-behind on global platform in building their
career, entire exercise of MHRD may go futile.

The 1IM Bill 2015 which has already been placed before the Cabinet is proposed to be introduced in Parliament with the aim to
empower all the 1IMs to award MBA degree instead of Diploma in Management. So far 11Ms are neither affiliated to any University
nor have been declared a deemed to be university and hence cannot award MBA degree as of now. The bill, if introduced and passed
in parliament will become 1IM Act 2015 and will benefit 4500 students of 20 IIMs (13 present and 7 proposed) every year as their
students will be bestowed with an IIM-MBA degree instead of Diploma.

None of the present 13 Indian Institutes of Management (I1Ms) award a Masters degree in Business Administration (MBA). All the
IIMs award Post Graduate Diploma in Management (PGDM) and alongwith this diploma they issue a certificate that their PGDM
programme is equivalent to an MBA degree to enable the passing out student to seek admission abroad in doctoral programme or
apply for a job.

To maintain the credibility of management programmes offered by 1IMs, MHRD should re-consider the various points to be
addressed and redrafted in 1M Bill 2015 before getting it passed in parliament.
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1T Palakkad to begin classes this academic year

The state government had given its nod to acquire 500 acres for constructing a permanent campus

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-palakkad-to-begin-classes-this-academic-year-
115061600726 1.html

Kerala chief minister Oommen Chandy today announced IIT Palakkad will start classes this academic year
operating from a temporary facility.

The state government had given its nod to acquire 500 acres for constructing a permanent campus.

Inaugurating the chief minister mass contact programme at Palakkad, Chandy announced 16 projects for

Palakkad district. The announced projects include setting up an IIT, a Medical College hospital, Cyber Park at

Pattambi and drinking water projects. All of them would be completed within an year, he said.
ADVERTISING

The state gave its administrative nod for release of Rs 360 crore for the proposed medical college. Its
construction would be completed within two years and a cancer treatment research centre would also be started.
Out of the 100 seats in the MBBS batch, 70 seats would be reserved for students belonging to scheduled tribes.

It is proposed the Kuttipuram-Kumbidi-Tritala-Pattambi-Shornur road would be constructed by spending Rs
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120 crore under the annuity scheme. Chandy said Rs 25.3 crore had been sanctioned to construct six new link
by passes from Palakkad town.

A special agricultural development project would be implemented at Attappadi, for which, Rs 10.28 crore has
been sanctioned for the same in which tribal people from 192 settlements will undertake farming. It has also
been decided to set up Cyber Park at Pattambi.

Sanction has been given for the revised estimate of Rs 9.35 crore for Chitoor- Tathamangalam drinking water
project. Kuzhalmantham- Kannadi- Tenkurissi drinking water project will be commissioned within a year. Steps
have been taken to get the Central assistance of Rs 7.5 crore for the project. Rs 10 crore have been sanctioned
for the second phase works of Anakkara- Pattithara drinking water project.

Solar electricity will be used to light up 13 SC/ST settlements for which Rs 4.85 crore has been sanctioned. The
aim is to bring electricity before March of next year, CM said. Green triangle tourism circuit will be set up.
‘Organic Palakkad’ project will also be implemented. The aim is to make the district the first organic district in
India.

Indian Railways to offer research fellowships at 11Ts, 1IMs and
other state univs

Indian Railways will award fellowships to carry out rail-related research at Central and
state universities and prominent education institutions like IITs, [IMs and IIS.

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/indian-railways-to-offer-research-fellowships-at-iits-
iims-and-other-state-univs/86114

Indian Railways will award fellowships to carry out rail-related research at Central and state universities and
prominent education institutions like HITs, IIMs and IIS.

Fellowship scheme will be introduced at Central and state universities and centres for excellence like 1ITs, 1IMs
and 1IS, Railway Board Member (Staff) Pradeep Kumar said here today.

He said a scheme for encouraging railway employees to acquire higher qualifications at Masters level in IITs,
IIMs and institutes of repute will also be introduced.

MoUs for setting up of centres for railway research at II'T Chennali, IIT-Kanpur, and 11T-Roorkee will be singed
shortly, he said.

Railways had recently signed an MoU with University of Mumbai in April for setting up a Centre for Railway
Research. Three more such centres will be established.

Kumar said an Academic Services Agreement was signed with Beijing Jiaotong University, China, for training
of 100 officers of various departments in heavy haul technology.

In order to benefit railway officers, M.Tech programme in Railway Engineering is being introduced in
consultation with 11T, Kharagpur, from academic session 2015-16.


http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/indian-railways-to-offer-research-fellowships-at-iits-iims-and-other-state-univs/86114
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He said services of professional agencies would be used for evaluation of railway training programmes.

HRD Ministry plans to set up National Digital Library

http://www.iamin.in/en/new-delhi/news/hrd-ministry-plans-set-national-digital-library-62571

With an endeavour to provide free online educational material to students, the Human Resources Development
(HRD) Ministry has decided to set up National Digital Library.

The Ministry has entrusted IIT Kharagpur with the responsibility of implementing the project.

The Digital library is being set up under the NMEICT Mission of the Ministry of Human Resources
Development.

As per the official sources, e-content of every subject will be available to students in English, Hindi as well as
other Indian languages. Students can easily access digital content through personal computer, laptop, smart-
phone and tablet.

The library is likely to benefit students studying in schools, colleges and higher educational institutions,
professionals and researchers. It will also benefit specially-abled students.

The work of setting up a National Digital Library is being done in three phases. IIT Kharagpur is already
working on a pilot project in the first phase, which is likely to complete by 2017.

Tech: II'T Bombay creates a laptop for Rs 6000

http://www.mid-day.com/articles/tech-iit-bombay-creates-a-laptop-for-rs-6000/16293163

IIT Bombay has created a Rs 6000 laptop that runs on a modified version of the Ubuntu Linux OS. The device
also comes pre-loaded with several free open source apps (FOSS) for students and researchers, as well as for
watching movies and music. But does it perform well in meeting our daily needs? Hassan M Kamal puts it to
the test

Low-cost computers have been in the news for a while. First, it was the Android tablet, named Aakash, and
now, the Indian Institute of Technology — Bombay (11T-B), has developed a low-cost laptop, dubbed as the
FOSSEE (Free Open Source Software for Education) laptop. Currently in the pilot phase, the laptop funded by
NMEICT (National Mission on Education through ICT) aims to promote IT literacy and the usage of FOSS
apps. It's priced Rs 4,990 (Rs 5,820 after taxes). There are only 1,000 pieces available, of which the guide
received a sample unit recently. We gave it a workout to check if it lived up to expectations.
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http://www.mid-day.com/articles/tech-iit-bombay-creates-a-laptop-for-rs-6000/16293163

Page 10 of 12

vabY

The Foss Laptop

Design: There's nothing striking about the laptop visually; the entire body is made of plastic, and resembles a
toy laptop. The top lid gets a glossy finish (prone to scratches and may get worse with time) but don't expect
much at this price. There are too big logos printed on the top; reducing the appeal. The rest of the body has a
solid finish (not matte), and offers a good grip. The above flaws were expected, however, we were disappointed
to find few sharp unpolished edges in some parts of the laptop.

Rating: 7/10

Display: The device gets a 10-inch TFT display with 1024x600 screen resolution, which is sufficient. The
viewing angles, as expected are limited, but suffices our needs. However, we found the brightness level of the
screen very low. It also gets a bluish tinge to it, which some users may find difficult to work around.

Rating: 6/10
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OS and Apps: The device runs FOSSEE (Free Open Source Software for Education) OS, a modified version of
the open source Linux OS, Ubuntu. The team behind the OS has worked hard to build a stable release of the OS,
and it shows well throughout the system. But most importantly, it comes pre-loaded with softwares such as
Chromium and Firefox browser, Libre Office (an alternative to Windows Office), Gnome player (for media),
AV tools such as Audacity and Kazam and several other education tools and tutorials (such as Wikipedia in 10
Indian languages, available locally) developed especially for students across fields. Though, the hardware of the
laptop is not very impressive, the FOSSEE OS and the selection of apps could be worth it. The device has also
been synchronised to offer access to spoken tutorials, and various other online tools and resources to improve
learning among students. You may not find the same apps as in Windows OS environment, but there are plenty
of alternatives that are worth a try.

Rating: 9/10

Connectivity: We are surprised to see the number of the ports in the laptop, despite the low price. It has two
USB 2.0 ports, one mini HDMI port, one speaker out, one mic-in and an Ethernet LAN port. The device is also
Bluetooth enabled and supports Wi-Fi. The ports make it a very useful device for students and researchers.
Rating: 8 /10

Storage: The laptop comes with 8GB Nano flash drive as primary storage and 1GB RAM. Users won't be able
to store large number of music or video files, and may soon find themselves running out of storage, but support
is available for external drives (upto 2TB). The device also comes with a 4-in-1 card reader and can support
memory cards up to 32GB. Considering that the OS requires low storage, and the device comes pre-installed
with several apps, a user gets nearly 4GB free storage for personal use.

Rating: 7/10
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Performance: The device runs on a 1GHz dual core ARM v7 Processor which, coupled with 1GB RAM, seems
a fitting pairing at this price range. Though it manages to almost pull of multi-tab browsing, we found few
issues during video playback (we suggest playing videos through different apps until you find the right one for
your file type). We also faced issues in launching new apps — as there was a 5-10 seconds delay in launching
apps. We feel, an upgrade in the RAM and processor should be paramount to make it run smoothly. The built-in
speakers do not offer the most natural sound and are a bit high on treble, but they were loud. The device gets a
standard VGA camera, which though not the best, is enough for video chats. Overall, the device is sufficient to
meet most of your standard computing needs, and offers more than any other device at this price range.

Rating: 6/10

Keyboard: The keyboard is standard and offers a good typing experience. However, the key signage appears to
have been pasted on later, and could rub off with time.
Rating: 7/10

Battery: The device is powered by a 5,000 mAh battery, which according to I1T-B, should give nearly two
hours online playback of 720p videos. But we found it lasting longer than that at all times. It should easily give
three hours of video playback. However it's a bit slow while recharging. It takes more than two hours to just
reach the 50% level. The device was originally supposed to have a 3,500 mAh battery and recharge upto 80% in
two hours, but the charge time had to be compromised for a larger battery.

Rating: 7/10

Overall rating

7.1/10

The guide verdict: There's not much one shoud expect for Rs 6K, but the laptop manages to offer more than
that. The hardware standards won't get you drooling, but IIT Bombay has managed to pull off quite a feat
combining low-cost hardware with the best of free open source software. Overall, the FOSSEE laptop seems
like a promising approach to make IT literacy in India a reality. Besides, from what we hear, an upgraded
version is already in the pipleline. Watch this space.

Specifications

DISPLAY: 10-inch 1024x680

PROCESSOR: 1 GHz dual Core ARM v7

MEMORY: 1GB RAM, 8GB NAND Flash storage, expandable up to 32GB, external hard disk drive up to
2GB

CAMERA: Standard VGA

CONNECTIVITY: Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, 2xUSB 2.0, mini HDMI, Ethernet LAN, mic-in, speaker-out
PRICE: Rs 5,820

- See more at: http://www.mid-day.com/articles/tech-iit-bombay-creates-a-laptop-for-rs-
6000/16293163#sthash.M6AhwSXY.dpuf



